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FOREWORD 

άIt is with great pleasure that I introduce you to our Fisheries Management Plan for 2022-27 that has 

been produced by our Senior Biologist, Ruth Watts. This key document sets out how over the next 

five years the Beauly Fishery Board is going to monitor, manage and protect our salmon stocks. This 

plan builds on previous plans and is ambitious in its outcomes. In 2021 we commenced smolt 

ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ {{9Ωǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎƳƻƭǘ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ 

down the river and we hope to build on this in future years. 

I would like to thank our hard-working team consisting of the Senior Biologist, the Fisheries Officer 

and seasonal staff, together with all the volunteers who help them. 

We work closely with all parties and partners who share an interest in fisheries management in the 

Beauly catchment. We greatly value and seek the support of the community from schools, families, 

and businesses to the landowners, fishery proprietors, their employees and their fishing guests 

through engagement, education and communication. 

The best interests of the River Beauly and its tributaries are key to us all.έ 

Frank Spencer-Nairn (Chairman of Beauly Fishery Board) 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Fishery Management Plan (FMP) takes a catchment-based approach and outlines the main 

pressures that Atlantic salmon and sea trout face and our plan to address these pressures in the 

Beauly catchment. This plan follows on from the previous Fishery Management Plan 2014-2020 and 

background information can be viewed in that document. 

The Beauly Fishery Board (BFB) takes an evidence-based approach to make good management 

decisions and recognises that information comes from not only practical scientific study but a wide 

range of sources including those who have lived their lives close to the river. 

Our statutory aim as a fishery board is to protect and improve the salmon and sea trout fishery 

(Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 2003). BFB see fish in the context of the river and catchment 

as a whole. Fish need clean, cold water to be able to breath, they need a range of substrate to be 

able to live their various life stages, and they need natural nutrient levels and riparian vegetation so 

they can feed. 

Our Aims: 

-Maintain or increase the density and distribution of juvenile salmonid populations 

-Stabilisation of the number of resident or returning adults 

-Maintain or increase the socio-economic value of fisheries in the Beauly district 

BFB will do this through information gathering, assessment of the key pressures faced by salmonids 

and delivery of actions to reduce these pressures. The main focus is on improving degraded habitat 

and fish passage, whilst protecting the genetic integrity of fish in the catchment so they can adapt to 

the rapidly changing environment. 

.ǊƻŀŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ψ5Φ ¢I9 tw9{{¦w9{Ω and specific planned work to tackle the 

ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀōƭŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ψ9Φ ²hwY t[!bΩΦ This plan will be reviewed annually, with a full review 

due by the end of 2025. 

!ƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ άǎŀƭƳƻƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎŀƭƳƻƴ (Salmo salarύΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ άǘǊƻǳǘέ ǊŜŦŜǊ 

to both Brown trout and sea trout (Salmo trutta). 

 

 

Specifically, our main work areas over the next few years include: 

-Maintaining a strong bailiffing presence 

-Assessing fish habitat in relation to hydro dams to see if there is an impact on the availability 

of spawning substrate with a view to better sediment management and habitat restoration if 

necessary 

-Continuing smolt monitoring to inform regulated flows for better smolt survival plus conduct 

a smolt study in relation to the dams 

-Encouraging riparian tree planting at the top of the catchment for climate change resilience 

 

https://beauly.dsfb.org.uk/publications/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2003/15/contents
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2. CONTEXT 

This Fishery Management Plan aligns with international and national guidance. 

Table 1: International (NASCO) and national (Scottish Government) guidance summary. 

The North Atlantic Salmon Conservation organization (NASCO), the 
international organisation who protect Atlantic salmon 

Scottish Government Wild Salmon 
Strategy [11]: Themes for Action 

Managers and conservation organisations need to promote strong, healthy, 
and resilient populations of local wild salmonids in rivers and estuaries in 
order to reduce the impacts of changing ecosystems. A primary strategy to 
achieve this is protecting the genetic integrity of stocks, enhanced water 
quality and habitat protection including improving access for salmon to 
important habitats, and minimizing human impacts reducing growth and 
survival in rivers and coastal areas. 
 

Improving the condition of rivers and 
giving salmon free access to cold, 
clean water 

In the face of a rapidly changing environment, management approaches and 
decision-making should be broadened to include ecosystem protection of 
rivers, estuaries and marine environments including water quality, habitat 
quality and other valued components of the ecosystem. 
 

Managing exploitation through 
effective regulation, deterrents, and 
enforcement 

Agencies, managers and conservation organizations considering introductions 
or managing invasive species should consider the following principles:  
a. Discourage any introduction, intentional or otherwise, of non-native  
species into salmon rivers;  
b. If established, invasive species should be eradicated where possible, and  
prevented from spreading when eradication is not feasible;  
c. Work with other organizations to ensure strong and healthy populations of  
local Atlantic salmon to mitigate the potential impacts of invasive species. 

Understanding and mitigating 
pressures in the marine and coastal 
environment 

To optimize species productivity under future conditions fisheries managers 
and conservation organizations should ensure the highest number of wild 
smolts in the best condition leave from rivers and near-coastal areas to the 
ocean. 
 

Making a positive contribution 
through international collaborations 

 Developing a modernised and fit for 
purpose policy framework 

 

Membership and close co-operation with our representative body Fisheries Management Scotland 

(FMS) will be maintained so that our local activities are in line with, and influence wider government 

policy.  

Apart from the Beauly District Salmon Fishery Board, a range of organisations have a part to play in 

managing the catchment. This plan is designed to link with other existing management plans. See 

Section 10 PARTNER ORGANISATIONS AND GROUPS. 

Landowners and proprietors are key in delivering many of the aims of this FMP as well as farmers 

and other individuals/ community groups and it is through our relationships with them and wider 

stakeholders that we can make things happen (often in partnership).  

https://nasco.int/about/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-wild-salmon-strategy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-wild-salmon-strategy/
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3. THE CATCHMENT 

The River Beauly has an approximate catchment area of 1000km2 and 120km of accessible reach. 

The R. Beauly has two main tributaries naturally accessible to salmon and sea trout, they are the R. 

Farrar and the R. Glass. 

Figure 1: Overview map of the catchment. 

 
 

The catchment can be broadly split into four main management units. 

3.1 Beauly 

The R. Beauly is host to two large hydro dams (Kilmorack and Aigas), both allow fish passage via 

Borland fish lifts. The majority of the angling happens on the River Beauly below Kilmorack dam. The 

BeaulyΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƭŀŘǊǳƳ burn which has a rich geology compared with the rest of the 

catchment and hosts both excellent numbers of juvenile salmon as well as trout. The Belladrum sub-

catchment is one of the main spawning areas for sea trout (as well as small coastal burns). 

3.2 Farrar 

The R. Farrar is one of the two main tributaries of the R. Beauly. The Farrar is host to Beannacharan 

dam which is equipped with a Borland fish lift. Numerous hydro abstractions are present on the R. 
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CŀǊǊŀǊΩǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦Φ aƛǎƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wΦ CŀǊǊŀǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊȅ. Loch Monar (a large hydro loch) at 

the top of the Glen Strathfarrar provides water for the R. Farrar. 

3.3 Glass (including Affric, Cannich) 

The R. Glass is the other of two main tributaries of the R. Beauly, with the majority of the potential 

spawning habitat for the catchment. The main proprietor for this section is the Glass syndicate. At 

the top of the R. Glass is the Abhainn Deabhag above the confluence with the R. Affric. The A. 

Deabhag contains excellent juvenile habitat. The Rivers Affric and Cannich are tributaries of the R. 

Glass. Both have natural barriers close to the confluence with the mainstem Glass making them 

largely inaccessible to migratory fish. Both host large hydro lochs ([ƻŎƘ .Ŝƛƴƴ ŀΩ aƘŜŀŘƘƻƛƴ and 

Loch Mullardoch) respectively. 

3.4 The Beauly Firth 

The Beauly Firth hosts several coastal burns suitable for sea trout, and despite their size are 

extremely important for the sea trout who spawn there. Key burns include: Bunchrew burn, Kirkton 

burn, Moniack burn, Bridgend burn, Tomich burn and Redcastle burn. 

3.5 Hydro 

The Beauly catchment is host to hydro infrastructure, schemes built 1951-1963. Three dams with 

Borland fish lifts (Kilmorack, Aigas, and Beannacharan) are present in the accessible reach to 

migratory fish, with storage dams present at the top of the Farrar (Monar), Cannich (Mullardoch) 

and Affric (.Ŝƛƴƴ ŀΩ aƘŜŀŘƘƻƛƴ). 

Figure 2: Hydro infrastructure across the catchment 
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3.6 Fish 

The catchment hosts juvenile and adult Atlantic salmon Salmo salar, Brown trout and sea trout 

Salmo trutta, eels Anguilla anguilla, 3-spined stickle back Gasterosteus aculeatus, Brook lamprey 

Lampetra planeri, River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis and Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus. It is not 

clear whether Pike Esox lucius are indigenous to the catchment. Being north of the Great Glen they 

may have been introduced. Minnows Phoxinus phoxinus are an invasive non-native species but occur 

throughout the catchment. Charr Salvelinus alpinus originally occurred in Loch Bruicheach and Loch 

Sealbhanach, and Perch Perca fluviatilis (introduced) are thought to occur in a few small periphery 

lochans. Other non-native fish species (e.g. Carp, rudd, roach) occur in stocked ponds. 

See the previous Fishery Management Plan [2] for more detailed catchment information 

 

Adult River Lamprey caught on Bruaich burn during a 2021 Electro-fishing survey 

 

  

https://beauly.dsfb.org.uk/files/2012/08/Beauly-Catchment-Fisheries-Management-Plan-Version-1.pdf
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4. INFORMATION SOURCES 

4.1 2021 Electro-fishing Data 

Electro-fishing surveys are carried out annually. In 2021 the most comprehensive survey of the 

catchment was carried out with 48 sites being visited, spread out across the catchment (a mixture of 

National Electro-fishing sites and Historic site re-visits). For the first time insight was gained into 

juvenile fish densities on the mainstem Glass. Salmon fry densities were on average the highest 

compared to the other management units. Electro-fishing is an extremely useful tool to show how 

fish are using the catchment, it can highlight problems and identify trends. Fish survey results can 

make a good starting point for wider conversations about the river and providing evidence to justify 

and monitor the effect of responsible management actions. See 2021 Electro-fishing Report [20] for 

more information. Recommendations made in that report are included in this FMP.  

Figure 3: Map of Atlantic salmon parr minimum densities per 100m2 (2021 NEPs and historic sites). Categories based 
on Natural breaks (Jenks). Green category includes catchment mean for 2021. 

 

 
 

 

  

https://beauly.dsfb.org.uk/files/2022/03/Beauly-Electrofishing-report-2021.pdf

