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FOREWRD

dlt is with great pleasure that | introduce you to our Fisheries Managementf&®&02227 that has

been produced by our Senior Biologist, Ruth Watts. This key document sets out how over the next

five years the Beauly Fishery Board is going to monitor, manage atetpoar salmon stocks. This

plan builds on previous plans and is ambitious in its outcomnez)21we commenced smolt
Y2YAG2NRY 3 G2 AYyTF2N¥Y {{9Qa YIylI3aSySyid 2F Ft2g¢a A
down the riverand we hope to build on thimifuture years

I would like to thank ouhard-workingteam consisting of th&enior Biologisthe Fisheries Officer
and seasonal staffogether with all the volunteers who help them.

We work closelyvith all parties and partners who share an interest in fishemesagemenin the
Beauly catchmentWe greatly value and sk the support of the community from schools, families,
and businesses to the landowners, fisherypgrietors, their employees and their fishing guests
throughengagementgducationand communicton.

The best interests of the River Beauly and its tributaries are key to &s all.

Frank Speter-Nairn (Chairman dBeauly Fishery Board

FrankSpencerNairn Mike SpenceiNairn
Chaiman Deputy chair

Alastair Campbell Ruth Watts Ali Skinner
Clerk to the Board Senior Biologist Fisheres Officer
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1.INTRODUCTION

This Fishery Management Pl@FMP)takes a catchmenrbased approach andutlines the main
pressureghat Atlantic salmon andea trout face and our plan to address these pressirdbe
Beauly catchmenf(This plan follows on from the previoééshery Management Pl&914-2020and
background information can be viewed in that document.

The Beauly Fishery BogielFB}akes an evidencebasedapproachto makegoodmanagement
decisionsandrecognissthat information comes fromnot onlypracticalscientific studybut awide
range of sources including thoséo have lived their lives close to the river.

Our statutory aim as fishery boards to protect and improve thesalmon and sea trdifishery
(Salmon andrreshwater Fisheriesct 2003. BFBsee fish irthe contextof the river and catchment
as a wholeFish need clearcoldwater to be able tdoreath, they need a range of substrate to be
able tolive their various life stagesand they needhatural nutrient levelsand riparian vegetatioso
they canfeed.

OurAims.

-Maintain or increase the density and distribution of juvenialmonidpopulations
-Stabilisationof the number of resident or returning adults

-Maintain or increasehe sociceconomic value of fisheries the Beauly district

BFBwill do this throughinformation gatheringassessment of the key pressufased bysalmonids
anddelivery of actionso reduce thesepressuresThemain focus i®nimproving degradedhabiat
and fish passageavhilstprotecting the genetic integrity of fish in the catchmentthey canadaptto
the rapidly changing environment.

NEFR OGAz2y GKSYs®a ¢l BB t GBdZddNiBMRainSd/ WRIR tdiatkle the
LINBaadz2NBa | N® 4hwv S payh @eNdvieweannually with a full review
dueby the end of 2025

lff NBEFTSNByOSa (G2 aal f YawésabilST $ NIRGI NEFKESNS!YOiSH
to both Brown trout andsea trout Salmo truttg.

Specifically our mainwork areasover the next few yearsnclude
-Maintaining a strong bailiffing presence

-Assesfng fish habitat in relation to hydro dams to see if there is an impact on the availability,
of spawning substrate with a view to better sediment management and habitat restoration if
necessary

-Continung smolt monitoring to informregulatedflows for better smolt survivalplus conduct
asmolt study in relation to the dams

-Encouragng riparian tree planting at the top of the catchment for climate change resilience
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2. CONTEXT

2022-2027

This Fishery Management Plaligns withinternational and national guidance.

Table 1 International (NASCO) and national (Scotti€fovernment) guidance summary.

TheNorth Atlantic Salmon Conservation organizatioNASCQ) the
international organisation who protect Atlantic salmon

ScottishGovernment\Wild Salmon
Strategy{11]: Themes for Action

Managers and conservation orgaaiions need to promote strong, healthy,
and resilient populatios of local wild salmonids in rivers and estuaries in
order to reduce the impacts of changing ecosystems. A primary strategy {
achieve this is protecting the genetic integrity of stocks, enhanced water
quality and habitat protection including improving ass for salmon to
important habitats, and minimizing human impacts reducing growth and
survival in rivers and coastal areas.

Improving the condition of rivers an
giving salmon free access to cold,
clean water

In the face of a rapidly changing environmemanagement approaches and
decisionmaking should be broadened to include ecosystem protection of
rivers, estuaries and marine environments including water quality, habitat
guality and other valued components of the ecosystem.

Managing exploitation throgh
effective regulation, deterrents, and
enforcement

Agencies, managers and conservation organizations considering introdug
or managing invasive species should consider the following principles:
a. Discourage any introduction, intentional or otherwise, of frative
species into salmon rivers;

b. If established, invasive species should be eradicated where possible,
prevented from spreading when eradication is not feasible;

c. Work with otherorganizations to ensure strong and healthy populations
local Atlantic salmon to mitigate the potential impacts of invasive species.

Understanding and mitigating
pressures in the marine and coasta|
environment

To optimize species productivity under tue conditions fisheries managers
and conservation organizations should ensure the highest number of wild
smolts in the best condition leave from rivers and neaastal areas to the
ocean.

Making a positive contribution
through internationalkcollaborations

Developing a moderagd and fit for
purpose policy framework

Membershipand close capperation with our representative bodyisheries Management Scarbd
(FMS) will be maintained so thatir local activities are in line witnd influerce wider government

policy.

Apart from the Bealy District Salmon Fishery Boardaage of orgnisations have a part to play in
managing the catchmenthis plaris designed to link with other existing managemelars.See

Section 1PARTNER ORGANISATIONS AND GROUPS.

Landownersand proprietorsare key in delivering many of the aims of this FAdRvell as farmers
and other individualscommunity groupsand it is hirough our relationships with therand wider

stakeholderghat we can make things happéaften in partnership)
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3. THE CATCHMENT

The River Beauly has approximatecatchmentareaof 100ckm? and 120km of accessible reach
TheR. Beauly has two main tributariaaturallyaccessible t@almon and sea trout, they are the R.
Farrar and the R. Glass.

Figurel: Overviewmap of the catchment
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The catchment can be broadly split into four main management units.

3.1 Beauly

The RBeauly is host to two large hydro dams (Kilmorack and Aigas), both allow fish passage via
Borland fish liftsThe majority of the angling happens on the River Bebelgw Kilmorack daniThe
BeaufRd Y I Ay ( NR 0 dziiBum3hichhas aiii¢h Selogy 8dmipare Wittizifie rest of the
catchment and hosts botexcellentnumbers ofjuvenile salmon as well as trouthe Belladrunsub-
catchmentis one of themainspawning areafor sea trout(as well asmall coastal burns).

3.2 Farrar

The R. Farrds ane of the two main tributaries of the R. BeaulheFarrar is host to Beannacharan
damwhich is equipped with a Borland fish lilumerous hydro abstractions are present on the R.
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the top of theGlenStrathfarrarprovides water for the R. Farrar.

3.3 Glasgincluding Affric, Cannich)

The R. Glass is the othertafo main tributaries of the R. Beaulyith the majority of thepotential

spawning habitafor the cathment. The main proprietofor this section is the Glass syndicai¢.

the top of the R. Glass is the Abhainn Dealbdiaayve the confluence with the R. Affric. The A.

Deabhag contains excellepivenilehabitat. The Rivers Aftriand Cannich are tributaries of the R.

Glass Both have natural barrierdose to the confluence with the mainstem Glasaking them

largely inaccessible to migratory fidBoth host large hydrdochs( 2 OK . SAYY ahdd aKSI RK2
LochMullardoch respectively.

3.4 The Beauly Firth

The Beauly Firthdsts several coastal burns suitable for sea tr@uid despite their sizare
extremely important fotthe sea trout who spawn ther&eyburns include: Bunchrew burn, Kirkton
burn, Moniack burnBridgerd burn, Tomich burnandRedcastle burn

3.5 Hydro

The Beauly catchment is hosthgdro infrastructure schemeduilt 1951-1963. Tree damswith
Borland fish liftgKilmorack, Aigas, and Beannacharam®present in the accessible reach to
migratory fish with storage dams present at the top of the Farfdionar), Cannich(Mullardoch)
and Affric. SAYY | Q)aKSI RK2AY

Figure 2 Hydroinfrastructure across the cathment
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3.6 Fish

The catchment hostgivenile and adult Atlantic salmddalmo salgrBrown troutand sea trout
Salmo truttg eelsAnguilla anguilla3-spinedstickle backGasterosteus aculeas, Brooklamprey
Lampetra planeriRver lampreyLampeta fluviatilisand SealampreyPetromyzon manus It is not
clear whetherPikeEsox luciuare indigenougo the catchment. Beingorth of the Great Glen they
mayhave been introducedvinnowsPhoxinus phoxinugre an invasive nenative species but occur
throughout the catchmentCharrSalvdinus alpinusoriginally occurred ihoch Bruicheach and Loch
Seabhanach andPerchPerca fluviatiligintroduced)are thought to occuim a fewsmall periphery
lochans Other non-nativefish speciege.g. Carp, rudd, roaclgcur in stocked ponds.

See the peviousFishery Management Pld#] for more detailed catchment information

Adult River Lamprey caught on Bruaichrbduring a 2021 Electrishing survey
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4. INFORMATION SOURCES
4.1 2021 Electrdishing Data

Electrefishingsurveys arearriedout annually In 2021 the most comprehensive survey of the
catchment was carried out with 48 sites being visjtgaread out across the catchmefat mixture of
National Electrefishing sites and Historic site-xesits).For the first time insighivas gainednto
juvenile fish densities on the mainstem GlaSalmon fry densities we@n average the highest
compared b the other management unit€lectrefishing is a extremelyuseful toolto show how
fish are using the catchmenit canhighlightproblemsandidentify trends Fish survey results can
make a good starting point for wider conversations about the river and pray&Vidence to justify
and monitor the effect of responsible management actid®se2021 Electreishing Repor{20] for
more information Recommendations made in that repante included in this FMP.

Figure3: Map of Atlantic salmonparr minimum densitiesper 100m2(2021NEPs and historic sitesCategories based
on Natural breaks (Jenksreen categoryncludescatchmentmeanfor 2021.
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